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BENTON  TOWN  OFFICERS  —  1974 

Moderator:     Bruce  J.  Enderson 

Town  Clerk:     April  R.  Boutin 

Grace  M.  Gregory 

Selectmen : 

William  J.  Harris  Term  expires  1975 

James  J.  Page  Term  expires  1976 

James  W.  Elliott  Term  expires  1977 

Treasurer:     Priscilla  T.  Boutin 

Tax  Collector:     Maxine  M.  Tyler 

Supervisors  of  the  Checklist: 

Laura  Mason  Term  expires  1976 

Jeanette  C.  Enderson  Term  expires  1978 

John  G.  Elliott,  Sr.  Term  expires  1980 

Trustees  of  Trust  Funds: 

David  W.  Harris  Term  expires  1975 

John  G.  Elliott,  Sr.  Term  expires  1975 

Joseph  N.  Boutin,  Sr.  Term  expires  1976 

Constable:     Bruce  J.  Enderson 

Auditor:     Jacob  W.  Aldrich 

Sexton:     David  W.  Harris 

Surveyor  of  Wood  and  Lumber:     William  J.  Harris 

Health  Officer:     John  Boutin,  Sr. 

Overseer  of  Public  Welfare:     Maxine  M.  Tyler 

Ballot  Clerks: 

Iona  V.  Boutin  William  J.  Harris 

Ballot  Inspector:     Katie  J.  Goodwin 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 

State  of  New  Hampshire 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Benton  qualified 
to  vote  in  Town  affairs : 

You  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  the  Community 
Building  in  said  Benton  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  March 
next  (the  4th)  at  seven-thirty  o'clock  in  the  evening  to 
vote  and  act  upon  the  following  subjects: 

ARTICLE  1.  To  choose  a  Town  Clerk;  one  Select- 
man for  a  term  of  three  years ;  one  Treasurer ;  one  Tax 
Collector ;  one  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds  for  a  term  of  two 
years ;  one  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds  for  a  term  of  three 
years ;  one  Auditor ;  one  Sexton ;  and  all  other  necessary 
Town  officers  and  agents  for  the  ensuing  year. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $158.21  as  the  Town's  share 
for  construction  of  highways  (Town  Road  Aid)  as  pro- 
vided in  Chapter  241  of  the  Revised  Statutes  Anno- 
tated, as  amended. 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $145.00  as  the  Town's  share 
for  operation  of  the  North  Country  Council  for  one  year 
beginning  July  1,  1975. 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  au- 
thorize the  withdrawal  from  the  Revenue  Sharing  Fund 
established  under  the  provisions  of  the  State  and  Local 
Assistance  Act  of  1972  for  use  as  set-offs  against  budg- 
eted appropriations  for  the  following  priority  purposes 
and  in  the  amounts  indicated,  or  take  any  other  action 
hereon : 


Appropriation 

Amount 

Ambulance  Service 

$100.00 

Hospital 

200.00 

Mental  Health  Service 

312.50 

Home  Health  Service 

167.00 

Tax  Maps 

100.00 

$879.50 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  make 
any  alterations  in  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised 
and  appropriated  for  the  ensuing  year  as  recommended 
in  the  budget  and  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  all 
sums  so  determined. 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  reports  of  officers  and  agents  as  printed  in  the 
Town  Report. 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  au- 
thorize the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  for  current  in- 
debtedness of  the  Town  in  anticipation  of  taxes  collect- 
ed in  the  year  1975  and  to  be  paid  therefrom. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  a 
discount  on  current  property  taxes  paid  before  a  date 
set  by  the  Selectmen  if  all  previous  taxes  are  paid ;  and 
to  see  if  the  Town  will  set  the  amount  of  said  discount. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  Benton  this  11th 
day  of  February,  A.D.  1975. 

WILLIAM  J.  HARRIS 
JAMES  J.  PAGE 
JAMES  W.  ELLIOTT 
Selectmen  of  Benton 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BENTON 

Estimates   of  Revenue   for   the   Year   1975  Compared   with   Actual 
Revenue  for  the  Year  1974 

1974  1975 

SOURCES  OF  REVENUE  Actual     Estimated 
From  State  of  New  Hampshire: 

Interest  and  Dividends  Tax  $      804.52     $     800.00 

Savings  Bank  Tax  27.71  30.00 

Meals  and  Rooms  Tax  1,607.92  1,675.00 

Reim.  a/c  Business  Profits  Tax  939.40  987.00 

Highway  Subsidy  2,860.98  1,712.58 

Class  V  Highway  Maintenance  Allotment  1,006.24  1,000.37 

Reim.  a/c  State  and  Federal  Forest  Lands  2,068.13 

National  Forest  Reserve  ( V2 )  2,422.98  2,400.00 

From  Local  Sources: 

Dog  Licenses  102.0J  100.00 

Permits  12.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Permit  Fees  2,156.54  2,150.00 

Interest  on  Taxes  and  Deposits  366.36  300.00 

Income  from  Trust  Funds  202.05  223.12 

Resident   Taxes   Retained  740.00  1,000.00 

Normal  Yield  Taxes  Assessed  4,492.60  2,500.00 

Rent  of  Town  Property  160.51  150.00 

From  Federal  Sources: 

Revenue  Sharing  2,491.00  900.00 

Federal  Disaster  Assist.— Flood  Damage  2,388.69  2,009.25 


TOTAL  REVENUES  FROM  ALL  SOURCES 
EXCEPT  PROPERTY  TAXES  $24,849.64  $17,937.32 

Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Property  Taxes  25,994.23       35,427.50 


TOTAL  REVENUES  $  50,843.87     $53,364.82 


BUDGET  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BENTON 

Estimates  of  Expenditures  for  the  Year  1975  Compared  with  Actual 
Expenditures  for  the  Year  1974 


PURPOSE  OF  APPROPRIATION 
Current  Maintenance  Expenses: 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses 

Town  Buildings 

Police  Department 

Fire  Department 

Insurance 

Planning 

Health  Department 

Ambulance  Service 

Hospital 

Mental  Health  Service 

Home  Health  Service 
Vital  Statistics 
Dump 

Town  Road  Maintenance — Summer 
Town  Road  Maintenance— Winter 
Town  Road  Aid 
Town  Poor 
Cemeteries 
Debt  Service: 
Interest  on  Temporary  Loans  235.42  225.00 

Capital  Outlay: 

Town  Road  Construction  *2,636.25 

Tax  Maps  *152.00         *100.00 


1974 

1975 

Actual 

Estimated 

735.03 

$      750.00 

1,184.38 

1,000.00 

658.00 

300.00 

150.84 

175.00 

30.00 

50.00 

363.43 

200.00 

369.00 

350.00 

132.00 

145.00 

*10G.0O 

* 100. 00 

*200.00 

*200.00 

*181.25 

*312.50 

*145.00 

*167.00 

5.00 

10.00 

100.00 

800. CO 

1,989.90 

2,000.00 

2,630.78 

2,500.00 

158.87 

158.21 

214.34 

250.  CO 

169.65 

250.00 

TOTAL  TOWN  APPROPRIATIONS  $15,041.16     $10,042.71 

Net  School  Appropriations  31,557.00       40,622.11 

County  Tax  Assessment  2.684.00        2,700.C0 


TOTAL  APPROPRIATIONS  $49,282.16     $53,364.82 

^Revenue  Sharing  Funds 


BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1974 

ASSETS 

Cash : 
In  Hands  of  Treasurer : 

Cash  $  10,590.67 

Yield  Tax  Deposits  568.52 

Revenue  Sharing  Deposits  1,009.41 


$  12,168.60 


Accounts  Due  to  the  Toivn: 
From  State: 

Joint  Highway  Construction 


Accounts  (1974  TR A) 
Federal  Disaster  Assistance — 
Flood  Damage  Dec.  1973 

1,218.00 
2,009.25 

Uncollected  Taxes: 
Levy  of  1974 : 

3,227.25 
6,995.57 

TOTAL  ASSETS 
CURRENT  DEFICIT 

$  22,391.42 
180.38 

$  22,571.80 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts  Owed  by  the  Town: 
Unexpended  Revenue 

Sharing  Funds  $     1,009.41 

Bond  &  Debt 

Retirement  Taxes  703.87 

Yield  Tax  Deposits  568.52 

School  Appropriation  Payable        19,072.00 


$  21,353.80 
Joint  Highway  Construction 
Accounts: 
Unexpended  Balance  in 

State  Treasury  1,218.00 


TOTAL  LIABILITIES  $  22,571.80 


SUMMARY  INVENTORY  OF  VALUATION 

Description  of  Property:       197U  1973 

Land                                       $349,420.00  $221,820.00 

Buildings                                  729,075.00  418,731.00 

Public  Utilities— Electric        54,067.00  35,396.00 


TOTAL  VALUATION      $1,132,562         $675,947.00 
Exemptions — Elderly:         -  6,750.00         -  8,775.00 


NET  VALUATION  ON 
WHICH  TAX  RATE 
IS  COMPUTED         $1,125,812.00         $667,172.00 
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STATEMENT  OF  ASSESSED  TAXES 

Total  Appropriations:          1974  1973 

Net  Town  Appropriations  $   (9,791.00)  $   (6,301.70) 

Net  School  Appropriations    37,323.56  26,656.29 

County  Tax  Assessment           2,684.00  2,477.84 


$  30,216.56 

Less:  Reimbursement  A/C 
Property  Exempted  1970 
Special  Session                 -  940.00 

$ 

22,832.43 
-  895.00 

Add:  War  Service 

Tax  Credits 
Add:  Overlay 

$  29,276.56 

800.00 
320.36 

21,937.43 

650.00 
430.00 

GROSS  PROPERTY 
TAXES 

Less:  War  Service 
Tax  Credits 

$  30,396.92 
-  800.00 

23,017.43 
-  650.00 

TOTAL  TAX 
COMMITMENT 

$  29,596.92 

22,367.43 

Tax  Rate  I  $100  Valuation  $  2.70  $  3.45 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 

SUMMARY  OF  PROPERTY,  RESIDENT  AND  YIELD  TAXES 
DEBITS 


Levy 

Levy 

Levy 

of 

of 

of 

1974 

1973 

1972 

Taxes  Committed  to  Collector 

and  Uncollected  Taxes  1/1/74: 

Property  Taxes 

$29,5P6.92 

$5,120.36 

$    187.23 

Adcbd  Property  Taxes 

82.97 

Resident  Taxes 

910.00 

20G.OO 

Yield  Taxes 

4,498.82 

Added  Yield  Taxes 

1,167.90 

Interest 

11.96 

257.73 

29.19 

Penalties 

10.00 

18.00 

TOTAL   DEBITS 

$35,027.70 
CREDITS 

$6,846.96 

$    216.42 

Remittances  to  Treasurer: 

Property   Taxes 

$22,965.26 

$5,194.36 

$    187.23 

Property  Taxes  Abated 

27.10 

8.97 

Resident  Taxes 

500.00 

180.00 

Resident  Taxes  Abated 

40.00 

20.00 

Yield  Taxes 

4,223.22 

1,167.90 

Interest 

11.96 

257.73 

29.19 

Penal  cies 

10.00 

18.00 

27,777.54 

6,846.96 

216.42 

Discount  Allowed: 

254.59 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Property  Taxes 

6,349.97 

Resident  Taxes 

370.00 

Yield  Taxes 

275.60 

6,995.57 

TOTAL  CREDITS  $35,027.70       $6,846.96       $   216.42 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  UNCOLLECTED  TAXES 

as  of  December  31,  1974 

Name  Yield    Property  Resident 

Basner,  Reginald  H.  and  Barbara  $  $     81.00  $     20.00 

Bean,  Lawrence  275.60 

Boutin,  Albert  J.  and  Mabel  E. 

Boutin,  John  Jr.  and  Boutin,  Albert 

Boutin,  Joseph  Jr.  and  Deborah 

Boutin,  Paul  L.  and  Doris 

Boutin,  Ronald  G.  and  April 

Cogan,  Arthur  and  Faith 

Corrigan,  James  H. 

Clark,  Forrest  S.  and  Betty  L. 

Drew,  Frank  and  Sharon 

Elliott,  Bruce  A. 

Elliott,  John  G.  Jr.  and  Catherine 

Elliott,  Robert  and  Beverly 

Fenn,  Thomas  F.  and  Frances 

Fernald,  Robert  and  Amy 

Fournier,  Arthur  J.  and  Ethel 

Fox,  James  and  Monika  H. 

Harris,  John  and  Alice 

Harris,  Michael  E.  and  Helena  L. 

Harris,  William  J.  and  Seraphene 

Higgins,  David  A.  and  Joan  C. 

Mason,  Lloyd  and  Laura 

Marinow,  Ivan 

Mayo,  Joseph  P.  and  Judith  A. 

Mossey,  Richard  and  Norella 

Mitchell,  Eula  C. 

Nickles,  Raymond  and  Elizabeth 

Noble,  Robert  L.  and  Helen 

Pageau,  Melinda 

Peters,  Richard  F.  and  Gail 

Richardson,  Charles  E.  and  Joyce  E. 

Roden,  Scott  E. 

Saffo,  Richard  E.  and  Stephanie  C. 

Stevens,  Dean  E.  and  Barbara 

Steere,  Bradley  L. 

Tyler,  Sheffield  B.  and  Alice 

White,  James  R.  and  Doreen  W. 

TOTALS  $    275.60    $6,349.97    $   370.00 


245.70 

20.00 

289.98 

185.49 

20.00 

110.65 

20.00 

160.60 

20.00 

20.00 

232.20 

70.20 

62.10 

14.18 

10.00 

310.45 

20.00 

20.00 

1,087.02 

20.00 

17.28 

143.10 

267.30 

20.00 

47.25 

20.00 

151.87 

20.00 

384.70 

60.75 

20.00 

22.90 

20.00 

199.53 

32.40 

20.00 

234.23 

401.22 

27.00 

10.00 

18.90 

10.80 

10.00 

446.80 

99.90 

20.00 

538.38 

13.50 

380.70 

20.00 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT  AND  DETAILED 
SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS 

From  Tax  Collector: 

Levy  of  1972 

Property  Taxes                             $  187.23 

Interest  29.19 

Tax  Sale  Costs  9.40 


$ 

225.82 

Levy 

of 

1973 

Property  Taxes 

$ 

5,194.36 

Property  Taxes  Abated 

8.97 

Resident  Taxes 

180.00 

Resident  Taxes  Abated 

20.00 

Yield  Taxes 

1,167.90 

Interest 

257.73 

Penalties 

18.00 

Tax  Sale  Costs 

23.50 

Excess  Yield  Tax  (refundi 

3d) 

.92 

6,871.38 

Levy 

of  197k 

Property  Taxes 

$  ! 

22,965.26 

Property  Taxes  Abated 

27.10 

Resident  Taxes 

500.00 

Resident  Taxes  Abated 

40.00 

Yield  Taxes 

4,223.22 

Interest 

11.96 

Penalties 

10.00 

27,777.54 

From  Constable: 
Pistol  Permits  12.00 
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From  Town  Clerk:  Grace  M.  Gregory 
1974  Motor  Vehicle  Permits        $     1,648.47 
Dog  Licenses  102.00 


From  Toivn  Clerk:  April  R.  Boutin 
1974  Motor  Vehicle  Permits 

From  Trust  Funds: 
For  Cemeteries  $        132.81 

For  Highways  69.25 


From  Franco nia  Insurance  Agency: 
Cancelled  Premium 

From  Benton  Bible  Chapel: 

From  Interest  on  Deposits: 

From  Revenue  Sharing  Funds: 

From  State  of  New  Hampshire: 

Interest  and  Dividends  Tax  $        804.52 

Savings  Bank  Tax  27.71 

Meals  and  Rooms  Tax  1,607.92 

Highway  Subsidy  2,860.98 
Class  V  Highway 

Maintenance  Allotment  1,006.24 

Flood  Disaster  Assistance  2,388.69 

Forest  Fire  54.24 
Reimbursement  a/c  Business 

Profits  Tax  939.40 
Reimbursement  a/  c  State  and  Federal 

Forest  Lands— 1973  2,068.13 

National  Forest  Reserve  4,845.95 


1,750.47 


508.07 


202.06 


17.00 

160.51 

40.48 

3,300.10 


16,603.78 


From  Woodsville  National  Bank: 
Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 
Balance  on  Hand  1-1-74 

Less :  Selectmen's  Orders 

BALANCE  ON  HAND  12-31-74 

Accounts  on  Deposit  12-3 1-7 A: 

Woodsville  Guaranty  Savings  Bank 

Yield  Tax  Deposits  $        568.52 

Revenue  Sharing  Account 

Balance  on  Hand  1-1-74  $     1,742.58 

Received  During  Year  2,491.00 

Interest  Added  75.93 


15 
7,500.00 

$  64,969.21 
5,275.20 

$  70,244.41 
-  59,653.74 

$  10,590.67 


Withdrawn  During  Year 
Balance  on  Hand  12-31-74 


4,309.51 
3,300.10 


$     1,009.41 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PRISCILLA  T.  BOUTIN 
Treasurer 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  PAYMENTS 


Town  Officers'  Salaries: 

Priscilla  Boutin,  Treasurer     $  85.00 

Jacob  Aldrich,  Auditor  25.00 

James  Elliott,  Selectman  164.00 

James  Page,  Selectman  156.00 

William  Harris,  Selectman  123.00 

Maxine  Tyler,  Tax  Collector  91.00 

John  Elliott,  Sr.,  Trustee  16.00 

Grace  Gregory,  Town  Clerk  75.00 


Town  Officers'  Expenses: 

t 

Dues 

$          18.00 

Town  Reports 

319.00 

Postage 

113.75 

Telephone 

7.66 

Safe  Deposit  Box 

12.00 

Meals 

17.32 

Mileage 

54.56 

Fees 

157.20 

Bonds 

127.00 

Transfers 

8.00 

File  Cabinet 

68.78 

Supplies 

52.73 

Meetings 

131.20 

Advertising 

73.68 

Tax  Sale 

23.50 

$        735.00 


Election  and  Registration: 

Bruce  Enderson,  Moderator  $          48.00 

Laura  Mason,  Supervisor  144.00 

John  Elliott,  Sr.,  Supervisor  128.00 

Mildred  Elliott,  Supervisor  32.00 

James  Page,  Selectman  48.00 


1,184.38 
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James  Elliott,  Selectman  48.00 

William  Harris,  Selectman  32.00 

Kate  Goodwin,  Ballot  Clerk  48.00 

Iona  Boutin,  Ballot  Clerk  48.00 

April  Boutin,  Town  Clerk  16.00 

Grace  Gregory,  Town  Clerk  32.00 

Jeanette  Enderson,  Supervisor  32.00 


Planning : 

Appropriation 

Community  Building: 
Electric 
Insurance 

$ 

101.44 
49.40 

Insurance: 

Franconia  Insurance  Agency : 

General  Liability  $       201.00 

Workman's  Compensation  168.00 


656.00 
132.00 


150.84 

Police  Department: 

Bruce  Enderson,  Constable  30.00 

Tax  Maps: 

Appropriation  152.00 

Fire  Department: 

William  Harris,  Warden          $  15.27 

David  Harris,  Deputy  Warden  19.17 

James  White,  Deputy  Warden  13.35 

Town  of  Haverhill  Fire  Dept.  315.64 


363.43 


369.00 
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Health  Department: 
Cottage  Hospital  Vol. 

Ambulance  $        100.00 

Cottage  Hospital  200.00 

White  Mt.  Community  Services      181.25 
North  Country  Home  Health  145.00 


626.25 

Vital  Statistics: 

Grace  Gregory,  Town  Clerk 

5.00 

Town  Dump: 

Town  of  Haverhill 

100.00 

Tow)i  Road  Maintenance — Slimmer: 

Equipment  Hire 

1,989.90 

Town  Road  Maintenance — Winter: 

Equipment  Hire 

2,630.78 

Town  Road  Aid: 

Appropriation 

158.87 

Town  Road — New  Construction: 

Howe  Hill 

2,636.25 

Town  Road — Flood  Damage: 

Equipment  and  Materials 

2,502.05 

Public  Welfare: 

Town  Poor 

214.34 

Cemeteries: 

Labor  and  Equipment 

169.65 

Abatements: 

Resident  Taxes                         $ 

60.00 

Property  Taxes 

35.97 

95.97 
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Interest: 

Woodsville  National  Bank — 

tax  ant.  note  235.42 

Tax  Anticipation  Notes: 

Woodsville  National  Bank  7,500.00 

Payments  to  State: 

Bond  &  Debt  Retirement  Tax  352.63 

Payments  to  County: 

1974  County  Tax  2,684.00 

Payments  to  School: 

Appropriation  $  31,557.00 

V-2  National  Forest  Reserve  2,422.98 


33,979.98 
TOTAL  PAYMENTS  $  59,653.74 


TOWN  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Tax  Collector, 
Treasurer,  Town  Clerk,  Selectmen  and  Trustees  of 
Trust  Funds  and  find  them  correctly  cast  and  properly 
vouched. 


February  8,  1975 


JACOB  W.  ALDRICH 
Auditor 
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TRUST  FUNDS 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1974 

There  are  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees  the  following  trust 
funds  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Benton.  The  income  received  dur- 
ing the  year  1974  is  distributed  as  specified  by  the  donors  of  the 
funds. 


Distribution  of  Income 

Name  of  Fund 

Amount 

Cemetery      School      Highway 

Ira  Whitcher 

$    500.00 

$     35.00       $                     $ 

Whitcher  &  Mann 

500.00 

20.00               7.50               7.50 

Whitcher  &  Mann 

1,000.00 

34.00              13.00             13.00 

Whitcher  &  Mann 

1,759.00 

51.25 

Whitcher  &  Mann 

1,750.00 

51.25 

L.  H.  Parker 

200.00 

Field  not  rented 

Ira  Whitcher 

13.19 

.81 

J.  C.  Speed 

132.11 

8.15 

Sam'l  Whitcher  & 

Wm.  Kendall 

189.69 

11.69 

Wm.  T.  Torsey 

45.46 

2.80 

Sam'l  Annis 

45.46 

2.80 

Jonithan  Davis 

45.46 

2.80 

Geo.  H.  Clark 

190.27 

11.74 

Kendrick  Howe 

50.00 

3.08 

Ella  Mann 

50.00 

3.08 

D.  M.  &  K.  L.  Howe 

100.00 

6.17 

Isabella  Tyler 

50.00 

3.08 

Maude  &  Lee  B.  McKean 

100.00 

6.17 

$6,711.64       $    151.37       $      71.75       $      71.75 

The  above  funds  are  deposited  in  savings  accounts  or  invested 
in  Government  Bonds  which  are  stored  in  a  safe  deposit  box  at  the 
Lisbon  Branch,  Littleton  National  Bank,  Lisbon,  N.H. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  G.  ELLIOTT,  SR. 
JOSEPH  N.  BOUTIN,  SR. 
DAVID  W.  HARRIS 
Trustees  of  Trust  Funds 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FOREST  FIRE 
WARDEN  AND  DISTRICT  CHIEF 

All  open  burning  when  the  ground  is  not  covered  with 
snow  is  controlled  by  the  Town  Forest  Fire  Warden  in 
cooperation  with  the  New  Hampshire  Forest  Fire  Ser- 
vice. Anyone  wishing  to  kindle  a  fire  out-of-doors  when 
the  ground  is  not  covered  with  snow  must  have  a  writ- 
ten permit  signed  by  the  Town  Forest  Fire  Warden.  If 
the  fire  is  to  be  kindled  on  land  not  owned  by  the  per- 
son kindling  the  fire  then  he  must  have  the  permission 
of  the  landowner.  No  outdoor  fires  can  be  kindled  be- 
tween 3  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  unless  it  is  raining,  without  the 
additional  approval  of  the  District  Forest  Fire  Chief. 

The  1974  forest  fire  season  was  one  of  the  worst  in 
the  past  two  decades.  Woodlands  in  central  and  south- 
ern New  Hampshire  became  so  dry  in  mid  August  that 
the  Governor  and  Council,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  State  Forester,  enacted  a  partial  woodlands  closure 
in  Sullivan,  Cheshire,  Hillsborough,  Merrimack  and  Bel- 
knap Counties  and  a  complete  woodlands  closure  in 
Strafford  and  Rockingham  Counties  plus  the  Towns  of 
Barnstead,  Gilmanton  and  Alton  in  Belknap  County. 
Through  the  excellent  cooperation  of  the  citizens  of  our 
State  no  major  forest  fire  occurred  at  any  time  during 
the  year. 

1974  Forest  Fire  Statistics 


State 

District 

Town 


No. 

of  Fires 

No. 

of  Acres 

871 

915 

21 

91.0 

1 

1/10 

WILLIAM  J.  HARRIS 
Forest  Fire  Warden 

JOHN  Q.  RICARD 
District  Fire  Chief 
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NORTH  COUNTRY  COUNCIL 
Franconia,  N.  H. 

The  following  is  a  report  from  the  North  Country- 
Council  regarding  its  activities  on  a  regional  and  local 
basis.  The  Council's  Board  of  Directors  respectfully  re- 
quests that  the  Selectmen  include  this  report  in  their 
official  Town  Report.  NCC's  representatives  have  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  this  report  and  are  requested  to  change 
it  as  they  see  fit. 

The  North  Country  Council  (NCC)  is  the  official 
planning  organization  (RSA  36:45-53)  for  the  North 
Country.  The  Council  undertakes  area-wide  planning 
programs,  when  appropriate,  and  provides  community 
planning  services  and  information  to  Towns.  The  Coun- 
cil's Board  of  Directors,  two  representatives  from  each 
of  the  19  Member  Towns,  determines  the  work  program 
and  budget. 

During  1974,  the  Council  completed  an  Economic 
Base  Study,  assisted  30  towns  in  solid  waste  by  organ- 
izing site  inspections  and  planning  by  providing  infor- 
mation on  volume,  cost  and  transportation  of  solid 
waste.  The  Council  also  prepared  a  model  Town  Kit 
Fact  Book,  and  a  model  flood  district  ordinance.  The 
Council  is  preparing  a  Public  Transportation  Plan  for 
the  North  Country  and  has  submitted  an  application  to 
the  Federal  Highway  Administration  for  a  rural  trans- 
portation demonstration  project.  NCC  has  updated  the 
State's  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  for  the  North  Country. 
This  enables  communities  to  maintain  eligibility  for 
federal  funds.  The  Council  has  sponsored  meetings  and 
conferences  on  flood  insurance,  solid  waste,  land  use, 
and  septic  tank  disposal. 
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While  working  in  the  Town  of  Bath,  the  Council  has 
provided  assistance  in  the  following  areas:  site  review 
of  subdivision  proposal;  informational  meetings  with 
Planning  Board  on  preparation  of  zoning  ordinance; 
meeting  with  the  Planning  Board  and  Selectmen  on 
Federal  Flood  Insurance  Program  and  assistance  in 
application  completion;  site  review  of  proposed  Flood 
Control  measures;  review  with  highway  officials  of 
work  on  Rte  112;  meetings  and  data  on  solid  waste 
management  planning. 

What's  in  store  for  the  future?  NCC  hopes  to  con- 
tinue its  work  with  the  Town  by  providing  an  on-going 
program  of  planning  services  and  information  in  order 
to  help  the  Town  cope  with  potential  growth.  NCC  is  de- 
veloping legal  information  on  land  use  which  is  avail- 
able to  Member  Towns.  The  Council  is  also  a  point  of 
information  and  assistance  for  potential  sources  of  fed- 
eral funding.  In  conclusion,  the  North  Country  Council 
hopes  to  continue  working  on  a  regular  basis  in  areas  of 
local  and  area-wide  concern. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT 
of  the 

Benton  School 
District 

Year  Ending  December  31,  1974 


DISTRICT  OFFICERS 

School  Board 

Mrs.  Priscilla  Boutin,  Chrm  Term  Expires  1976 

Mrs.  Jeannette  Enderson  Term  Expires  1975 

Mrs.  Margaret  Elliott  Term  Expires  1977 

Other  District  Officers 

Mr.  James  Page  Moderator 

Mrs.  Maxine  Tyler  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Iona  Boutin  Auditor 

Mrs.  Grace  Gregory  Clerk 

Mr.  Scott  Roden  Truant  Officer 

Mr.  Norman  H.  Mullen  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Mr.  Harold  J.  Haskins 

Assistant  Superintendent  of  Schools 
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SCHOOL  WARRANT 

THE  STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  School  District  in  the 
Town  of  Benton  qualified  to  vote  in  district  affairs: 

You  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  the  Community 
Building  in  said  district  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1975, 
at  8:30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  act  upon  the  follow- 
ing   subjects: 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  the  coming  year. 

2.  To  choose  a  Clerk  for  the  ensuing  year. 

3.  To  choose  one  Member  of  the  School  Board  for  a 
term  of  three  years. 

4.  To  choose  a  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

5.  To  determine  and  appoint  the  salaries  of  the 
School  Board  and  Truant  Officer,  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  other  officers  or  agents  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

6.  To  hear  reports  of  Agents,  Auditors,  Committees, 
or  Officers  chosen  and  pass  any  vote  relating 
thereto. 

7.  To  choose  Agents,  Auditors  and  Committees,  in 
relation  to  any  subject  embraced  in  this  warrant. 


26 

8.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  district  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools,  for  the 
salaries  of  school  district  officials  and  agents  and 
for  the  payment  of  statutory  obligations  of  the 
district,  and  to  authorize  the  application  against 
said  appropriation  of  such  sums  as  are  estimated 
to  be  received  from  the  state  foundation  aid  fund 
together  with  other  income;  the  school  board  to 
certify  to  the  selectmen  the  balance  between  the 
estimated  revenue  and  appropriation,  which  bal- 
ance is  to  be  raised  by  taxes  by  the  town. 

9.  To  see  if  the  district  will  vote  to  pay  tuition  for 
kindergarten  students  to  the  Haverhill  Coopera- 
tive School  District. 

10.     To  transact  any  other  business  that  may  legally 
come  before  said  meeting. 

MRS.  PRISCILLA  BOUTIN 
MRS.  JEANETTE  ENDERSON 
MRS.  MARGARET  ELLIOTT 

School  Board  of  Benton 
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BUDGET  FOR  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
OF  BENTON  —  1975  - 1976 


Item 
ADMIN  1ST  R  A  TION 

Adopted 
Budget 
1974-1975 

Proposed 
Budget 
1975-1975 

100      Salaries  of  District 

Officers                   $ 

65.00 

$ 

65.00 

135      Contracted  Services 

10.00 

$ 

10.00 

190      Administration 

Expenses 

200.00 

200.00 

500  TRANSPORTATION 
535      Contracted 

Transportation  5,500.00  5,500.00 

11*00  OUTGOING  TRANSFER 
ACCOUNTS 

1477.1  Tuition  In-State     28,550.00         32,040.00 
1477.3  Supervisory  Union 

Expenses  643.31  515.11 

1478.1  Tuition  Out- 

of-State  1,000.00  1,121.00 

1478.2  Transportation  1,000.00  1,121.00 
Contingency  Fund  50.00  50.00 
Deficiency  App.  3,000.00 


TOTAL  EXP.       $40,018.31       $40,622.11 
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ESTIMATED  INCOME  FOR  1975  - 1976 


Balance  on  Hand  June  30,  1975 

$            0.00 

State  Aid : 

Sweepstakes 

471.59 

Federal  Aid: 

National  Forest  Reserve 

2,200.00 

Trust  Fund  Income 

50.00 

Estimated  amount  to  be  raised 

by  1975  Property  Taxes 

37,900.52 

Total  Appropriation 

$40,622.11 

We  recommend  that  the  District  adopt  the  proposed 
budget  and  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $40,622.11 
for  the  school  year  1975-1976. 

MRS.  PRISCILLA  BOUTIN 
MRS.  JEANETTE  ENDERSON 
MRS.  MARGARET  ELLIOTT 
School  Board  of  Benton 

Recommended  Motion: 

I  move  that  the  District  raise  and  appropriate  for 
the  support  of  schools,  for  the  payment  of  salaries 
for  the  school  district  officials  and  agents,  and  for  the 
payment  of  statutory  obligations  of  the  district,  the 
sum  of  $40,622.11. 

REVISED  INCOME  FOR  1974-1975 

Unencumbered  Balance  $          33.52 

Sweepstakes  411.23 

National  Forest  Reserve  2,200.00 

Trust  Fund  Income  50.00 


Total  Revenue  and  Credits  $     2,694.75 

Amount  to  be  raised  by  1974  Taxes  37,323.56 

$  40,018.31 


Adopted 

Budget 

Paid  Out 

1973-1974 

1973-1974 

ADMINISTRATION 

110.1    Salaries  of  District  Officers 

$       43.50 

$       43.50 

135      Contracted  Services 

6.00 

6.00 

190    Other  Expenses 

.1    District  Officers 

86.16 
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STATEMENT  OF  BUDGET  AND  EXPENDITURES 

Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1974 


100 


500    TRANSPORTATION 

535      Contracted   Services  3,500.00  3,830.00 

1400    OUTGOING  TRANSFER  ACCOUNTS 

1477    Expenditures  to  Other  Districts 
Public  Academies,  or  Adminis- 
tration Units  in  the  State 

.1    Tuition 

.3    District  Share  of  Supervisory 
Union  Expenses 
1478    Expenditures  to  School  District 
or  Administrative  Units  in 
Another  State 

.1    Tuition 

.2    Transportation 

CONTINGENCY  FUND 

DEFICIT  FUND 

CASH  ON  HAND  AT  END  OF  YEAR, 

JUNE  30,  1974 
3001    General  Fund  33.52 


22,625.00 

26,294.19 

579.04 

*  579.04 

923.00 

1,130.48 

923.00 

746.00 

50.00 

765.00 

TOTAL  $29,414.54       $32,748.89 

*  This  figure  includes  the  amount  of  $151.30,  the  district's  share  of 
the  Superintendent's  Salary. 
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STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS 

July  1,  1973  to  June  30,  1974 

Receipts 

Cash  on  Hand  July  1,  1973  $      177.29 

Revenue  from  Local  Sources 

Current  Appropriation  25,737.29 

Deficit  Appropriation  3,000.00 

Advance  on  Next  Year's  Appropriation  919.71 

Other  Revenue  from  Local  Sources 

Earnings  from  Permanent  Funds 

and  Endowments  69.25 

Revenue  from  State  Sources 

Sweepstakes  471.59 

Revenue  from  Federal  Sources 

National  Forest  Reserve  2,372.76 

Amounts  Received  from  Other  School 

Districts  in  State  and  Amounts 

Received  from  Capital  Reserve  Funds 

Other  In-State  Receipts  1.00 


$32,748.89 


Payments 

Orders  of  the  School  Board  $32,715.37 

Cash  on  Hand  at  End  of  Year  33.52 

$32,748.89 
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BALANCE  SHEET  —  JUNE  30,  1974 

Assets 
Cash  on  Hand  June  30,  1974 


General  Fund 

$ 

33.52 

Accounts  Due  to  District 

0.00 

Total  Assets 

33.52 

Net  Debt  (Excess  of  Liabilities 

Over  Assets) 

0.00 

GRAND  TOTAL 

$ 

33.52 

Liabilities 

Accounts  Owed  by  District 

$ 

0.00 

Total  Liabilities 

0.00 

Surplus  (Excess  of  Assets 

Over  Liabilities) 

33.52 

GRAND  TOTAL  $        33.52 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  TREASURER 

Fiscal  Year  July  1,  1973  to  June  30,  1974 
School  District  of  Benton 

SUMMARY 

Cash  on  Hand  July  1,  1973  $      177.29 

Received  from  Selectmen 

Current  Appropriation  $29,657.00 

Revenue  from  State  Sources  471.59 

Revenue  from  Federal  Sources  2,372.76 

Received  as  Income  from 

Trust  Fund  69.25 

Received  from  all  Other  Sources  1.00 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS  $32,571.60 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE 

FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  32,748.89 

LESS  SCHOOL  BOARD  ORDERS  PAID  32,715.37 


BALANCE  ON  HAND  JUNE  30,  1974         $        33.52 
July  6,  1974 

MAXINE  TYLER 

District  Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S  CERTIFICATE 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books, 
vouchers,  bank  statements  and  other  financial  records 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  school  district  of  Benton  of 
which  the  above  is  a  true  summary  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1974,  and  find  them  correct  in  all  re- 
spects. 
July  10,  1974 

IONA  V.  BOUTIN 
Auditor 


S3 
REPORT  OF 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

I  herewith  submit  my  tenth  annual  report  to  the 
voters  of  the  Benton  School  District: 

In  this  year  of  a  recessionary-inflationary  spiral  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  prepare  a  budget  eighteen  months 
prior  to  its  completion.  With  the  latest  available  price 
indexes  and  supportive  data  we  have  tried  to  prepare 
school  budgets  as  conservatively  as  we  know  how. 

All  taxpayers  must  realize  that  your  school  board  is 
required,  by  law,  to  prepare  a  budget  that  will  provide 
for  the  needs  of  Benton  children.  Many  items  in  our 
budget  are  not  controllable  by  any  board  since  they  are 
mandated  by  other  agencies  of  government. 

Your  school  board  is  seeking  a  total  budget  of  $40,- 
622.11  for  the  fiscal  year  1975-76.  This  figure  includes 
an  increase  of  $604.11  or  1.5%  of  last  year's  budget. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  of  the  amount  requested 
tuition  represents  84.39%  of  the  total  budget. 

Tuition  charges  for  the  Haverhill  Cooperative  School 
District  in  1975-76  will  be:  Elementary,  $700.00;  Jun- 
ior High,  $850.00;  Senior  High,  $1,110.00. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  school  board  and  the  voters  of 
Benton  for  their  wonderful  support  during  the  past 
year. 

Respectfully, 

NORMAN  H.  MULLEN 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
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SUPERVISORY  UNION  #23 
REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT'S  SALARY 

Section  5,  Chapter  243,  Laws  of  1953  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire requires  that  school  district  annual  reports  show  the  total 
amount  paid  to  the  superintendent. 

One-half  of  the  supervisory  union  expenses  is  prorated  among 
the  several  school  districts  of  the  union  on  the  basis  of  adjusted 
valuation.  One-half  is  prorated  on  the  basis  of  average  daily  mem- 
bership in  the  schools  for  the  previous  school  year  ending  June  30. 
The  Superintendent  of  Supervisory  Union  #23,  during  1974-1975,  will 
receive  a  salary  of  $20,300.00,  which  is  made  up  as  follows:  $2,500.00 
to  be  paid  by  the  State  Department  of  Education  and  $17,800.00  pro- 
rated among  the  several  school  districts.  Allowance  of  $1,500.00  for 
travel  within  the  Union  is  also  prorated  as  stated  above. 

The  table  below  shows  the  proration  of  salary  and  travel  to  each 
school  district: 


District 

Salary 

l 

travel 

Bath 

$      873.98 

$ 

73.65 

Benton 

151.30 

12.75 

Haverhill   Cooperative 

7,543.64 

635.70 

Lincoln- Woodstock  Cooperative 

6,035.98 

508.65 

Monroe 

1,322.54 

111.45 

Piermont 

1,110.72 

93.60 

Warren 

761.84 

64.20 

$  17,800.00 

$ 

1,500.00 

Assistant  Superintendent 

$       101.58 
NORMAN  H.  MULLEN 

$ 

8.50 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
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